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[Updates on the Jan. 22 massacre of 15 civilians in Canton El Zapote indicate that eight women and
seven men, ages 14 to 59, were killed. A news summary on the killings appearing in CAU 01/25/91
reported that six of the victims were women.] Jan. 24: In a statement, the farmworkers' union ANTA,
accused 1st Infantry Brigade commander Col. Francisco Elena Fuentes of responsibility for the
murders since El Zapote is located within his jurisdiction. Spokespersons for the independent
Salvadoran Human Rights Commission (CDHES) said the scene of the crime contained evidence
of death squad procedures. The CDHES added that death squads are linked to the military. The
armed forces press office (COPREFA) issued a communique denying responsibility for the killings.
According to COPREFA, all murder victims were members of the Aragon family. Three members
of the family are currently serving in the army and two others are former soldiers. Jan. 25: President
Alfredo Cristiani announced appointment of a commission charged with investigation of the
massacre. Jan. 26: In Ayutuxtepeque, the local justice of the peace commenced a new investigation
into the killings. Jan. 27: During his Sunday sermon in San Salvador, Auxiliary Bishop Gregorio
Rosa Chavez said that the massacre was "far too brutal to be merely added to the long list of
unresolved murders." The bishop said that if the government fails to identify the killers, the Church
may publicize results of its own investigation. He added, "For the present, we will limit ourselves
to saying that we are in possession of information which could lead to identification of those
responsible for the massacre." Next, Rosa Chavez asserted that regardless of the transparency
and fairness of the March elections, results will not change El Salvador's international image.
"Democracy is much more than [fair elections]...The disgraceful face which El Salvador presents to
the world is that of a land tormented by the most macabre forms of violence, where the law of the
jungle has the final word," he said. (Basic data from Salpress News, 01/24/91; ACAN-EFE, 01/24/91,
01/27/91; AFP, 01/27/91)
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